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Parashah 29: Acharei Mot

Leviticus 16:1 - 18:30
“After the death”

“This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: Atonement is to be

made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites.”
Leviticus 16:34

1. The Day of Atonement - 16:1-34
a) In the opening verses, God ties this section to a recent event in the lives of the Israelites.
What was this event? What do you think the connection is?

b) How is Aaron instructed to dress for this specific service? Is this different than usual?

¢) What sacrifice was Aaron to offer first? What type of offering was it and what was
its purpose?

d) What offering was to be made “for the whole community of Israel”? What was the
process to be followed for this offering?

e) Verse 2 explains the danger to Aaron (or the high priest) when he goes into the Most
Holy Place. What, according to verse 13, is he supposed to do to prevent this? What
else does he do in the Most Holy Place at this time?
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f) After Aaron had made atonement for himself and his family, what did he do with the goat
to which God’s lot fell? What was the purpose for this? Who helped Aaron in the Tent?

g) Explain the procedure to be followed with the second goat after Aaron had completed
the sacrifices for himself and for the Israelites. What symbolism do you see in this?

h) What did both Aaron and the man who released the scapegoat have to do as they
completed their tasks for atonement? What was done with the carcasses of the two
animals that were sacrificed for atonement? Why do you think this was done?

1) When was the atonement ceremony to be held? What were the Israelites required to
do on this day? Do you think believers could benefit by observing this today?

2. Eating Blood Forbidden - 17:1-15
a) According to the first several verses, where were all animal sacrifices to be carried
out? When an Israelite slaughtered an animal, what type of offering was it to be?
What was the punishment for disobedience? What do you think God’s purpose
was for this commandment?

b) God seems to be quite serious about the commandment not to eat blood. What
reason is given for this? Does this makes sense to you? What happened to one who
disobeyed this commandment?
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3. Unlawful Sexual Relations - 18:1-30
a) As this passage opens, which societies does God caution the Israelites not to copy?
What were they to do instead? Why?

b) List some of the restrictions placed on sexual relations. Given the instructions in the
these verses, what can you conclude about the neighboring cultures?

c¢) Can you think of any examples from the Bible in which these instructions were
violated? What can you conclude from these examples?

d) Is there any doubt about God’s view of homosexuality?

e) In verses 24 through 30, how does God describe these practices? What did these
practices do to the people that lived in the land? What was the effect on the land?
What did “the land” do? Can you see how this might tie into Genesis 15:16?

f) Were these laws for the Israelites only? What was to be done with someone who
violated these laws? What do you think this meant?
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Digging deeper....

1. Yom Kippur, or the Day of Atonement, was clearly an important day for the Israelites. See
how many parallels you can find between the ceremony followed on Yom Kippur and the
sacrifice of Yeshua.

2. In the original Hebrew, the name for the second goat, or the scapegoat, is Azazel. There are
several schools of thought as to the meaning of this word. See what you can discover about
Azazel.

3. Leviticus 17:11 states God’s view of an animal’s blood. Hebrews 9 also has a lot to say
about blood. Starting at the beginning of the Bible and focusing just on blood, list some
of the teachings that you feel are important about blood.



