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1.  Purification after Childbirth  -  12:1-8 
       a)  Why do you think a woman was considered ceremonially unclean after giving birth?   
             What was the length of the period of purification if the baby was a boy?  What about 
             a baby girl?  Why do you think it was different? 
       
 
 
 
 
 b)  What process was to be followed at the end of the purification period for her to be 
             ceremonially clean?  What if the woman was particularly poor?  What was the  
             purpose for this process and what was the result? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Regulations about Infectious Skin Diseases  -  13:1-46 
       a)  Whose job was it to determine if a person had an infectious skin disease?  What  
             specifically did he look for?  What were the possible outcomes after examination? 
 
  
 
 
       b)  What happened to a person if a skin disease covered his entire body? 
 
 
 
 
       c)  When does a skin boil qualify as an infectious skin disease?  What about a burn? 
 
 

Parashah 27:  Tazria 
Leviticus 12:1 - 13:59 

“She conceives” 

“. . . . .and the priest shall pronounce him clean.” 
          Leviticus 13:23 b 
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       d)  How are skin lesions on the head to be treated?  When is baldness considered an 
             infectious skin disease? 
 
 
 
       e)  What role did the priest play in this entire process?  What were the requirements of 
             a person who was pronounced unclean?  
 
 
 
 
3.  Regulations about Fungus or Mildew  -  13:47-59 
       What was to be done with an article of clothing that had a visible fungus or mildew? 
       Describe the process that was followed.  What were the possible outcomes for such 
       an article of clothing? 
 

 
 
Digging deeper . . . . 
 
1.  It has been suggested that God’s purpose for these laws was to guard the Israelites against the 
     spread of infectious diseases.  List the arguments for and against this idea.  What is your 
     opinion?  What other reasons do you suppose God may have had for giving us these laws?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  The Haftarah for this week tells the story of Naaman and how he was healed of leprosy (II 
     Kings 4:42 - 5:19).  In addition, II Chronicles 26:16-23 tells the story of how Uzziah, King of 
     Judah during the time Isaiah’s prophecy, contracted leprosy.  See if these stories help with 
      your understanding of this issue.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


