Parashah 2

Noach
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“Noah”
Genesis 6:9 — 11:32
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Torah Togethcr

This Torah portion tells the story of Noah and the Flood. Some people
believe the historical account given in this story is true while others
believe it to be myth. In either case, by studying this story, there are
some truths about God’s character to be discovered that can help us
understand how he feels about mankind and how He interacts with us.

1. The Flood - 6:9 - 8:22
a) How is Noah described in 6:9? What do you think it means to be
righteous and to walk with God?

b) What was God's assessment of the earth at this time? What
characteristics of man did God find objectionable? Does Matthew
24:37-39 provide additional insight?

c) Describe the physical ark that Noah was to build. What were its
dimensions in modern units? Do you think it was big enough to do the
job?

d) How many of which kinds of animals was Noah to take into the
Ark? How do you think Noah knew about “clean” and “unclean”
animals? Was Noah obedient?

Scripture Link:

Hebrews 11:7 states, “By
faith Noah, when warned
about things not yet seen,
in holy fear built an ark to
save his family.” Can you
imagine what it must have
been like to invest the
time and energy to build
this enormous structure
based only on his belief
that God was going to do
this unbelievable thing?

Would the Ark Float?
Maritime engineers have
examined the sea
worthiness of a vessel
built as described in this
passage. It has been
shown that such a craft
would float low in the
water with little chance of
overturning and with
limited maneuverability.
Just what the ark would
need!
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The First Rain?

Some believe that it had
not rained on earth before
the flood. (See Genesis
2:5-6) Originally, the
atmosphere may have
held a large volume of
water vapor, keeping the
environment cloudy with a
constant temperature.
This cloud cover may also
have provided some
protection from the
deteriorating effects of
solar radiation. With the
introduction of rain, the
cloud cover would have
been largely removed.
The increased solar
radiation may have played
a part in decreasing the
lifespan of men from
slightly less than 1000
years to between 100 and
200 years.
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Where is Mt. Ararat?

Mt. Ararat is the highest
mountain in Turkey,
located in the eastern part
of the country in the Anti-
Taurus range.
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e) How old was Noah when the flood began? Can you date the
flood from the time of Adam’s creation? At what time of year did the
flood begin? From where did the flood waters come?

f) How was the door of the ark shut once they were all inside?
How long did the rain last? How deep were the floodwaters? How long
did the floodwaters cover the earth?

g) Where and when did the ark come to rest? When did
mountaintops become visible? How did Noah test to see if the flood
waters had receded enough to support animal life? When did Noah
come out of the ark? How long had they lived in the ark?

h) What did Noah do first after leaving the ark? Why do you think
he did this? Was God pleased?



2. God’s Covenant with Noah - 9:1-17

a) In God’s blessing to Noah and his sons recorded in verses 1-3,
what pronouncement does He make about the animals of the earth?
What do you think life was like on earth before the flood?

b) In verse 4, what restriction does God place on the things man
may eat? How are mankind and animals tied together in verse 5? What
do you think this means?

c) Verses 8 - 17 record the covenant that God establishes with Noah.

Who are the parties to this covenant? What is promised and by whom?
Was this covenant conditional or unconditional? What is the sign of this
covenant?
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Humans and Animals
The implications of
Genesis 9:2-3 are very
interesting. It can be
assumed that before this
time, the relationship
between man and animals
may have been much
closer than what we
experience today.
Furthermore, since God
tells Noah that “everything
that lives and moves will
be food for you,” it may
also be that before this,
man lived on a total
vegetarian diet.

“So God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant | have
established between me and all life on the earth.”™
Genesis 9:17

The Concept of
Covenant

A covenant is a contract
or a promise between
two parties. In the ancient
middle east, when two
parties “cut a covenant,” a
solemn ceremony was
undertaken, usually
involving an animal
sacrifice. The idea was to
agree that “may it be done
to me as was done to this
animal if | break the
promise | am entering into
today.” Covenants could
be conditional (involving
acts that were required of
one or both of the parties
for the covenant to take
effect) or unconditional.
There were often
witnesses to the
covenant and sometimes
a sign was defined as a
reminder and outward
symbol that the parties
were in a covenant
relationship.
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Why curse Ham’s son,
Canaan?

This entire incident may
seem strange - what
exactly had Ham done
that was so wrong? At
the very least, Ham was
guilty of not honoring his
mother and father, the
fifth commandment. It
also shows a moral flaw in
Ham'’s character, perhaps
a preoccupation with sex
and the misfortune of
others. The fact that
Noah pronounces his
curse not on Ham, but on
his fourth son, Canaan,
can be seen as prophetic.
When God instructs the
Israelites as they prepare
to enter the Promised
Land several hundred
years later, He tells them
to “totally destroy” the
Canaanites because of
their complete depravity
(Deuteronomy 7:1-2).
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3. The Sons of Noah - 9:18-29

a) After the flood, what agricultural activity did Noah pursue?
Describe the incident that this led to. Which of Noah's sons acted
honorably and which acted dishonorably? What do you think God is
telling us through this episode?

b) As a result of this incident, Noah pronounces a prophecy over
his sons. Which son is cursed? How? What do you find interesting
about this prophecy?

c) How old was Noah when he died? What year was this from the
creation of Adam?



4. The Table of Nations - 10:1-32

a) The descendants of the sons of Noah are the founders of the
nations of the earth. Identify as many nations as you can from their
ancient names given in this chapter. Do you see any general pattern in
the location of these nations? (See map on page 14)

b) What descendant is specifically called out as a “mighty hunter’?
What cities did he found?

5. The Tower of Babel - 11:1-9

a) What materials were used to build the Tower of Babel and
where was it constructed? What might this indicate about the state of
mankind at this time?

b) What was the stated purpose for building the tower? What was
God’'s conclusion after he observed this activity? What did God do
about this situation?

c) Given where the Tower of Babel was constructed and who was
active there at this time (see Genesis 10:8-12), who do you think might
have initiated this project?
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The Order of Events
Most Bible scholars
believe that the events in
Genesis Chapter 10
happened after those in
Chapter 11. This seems
reasonable because
Chapter 11 gives the
account of the Tower of
Babel in which mankind’s
languages were confused
and yet Chapter 10 tells of
the dispersion of the
various people groups
throughout the world.
Thus the event described
in Chapter 11 caused the
events described in
chapter 10. Why are they
in reverse order? It may
be because the writer
(Moses) wanted to list the
genealogy of Abraham
before beginning his story
in Chapter 12.
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6. From Shem to Abram - 11:10-32

a) Can you calculate the year that Abram was born from the
creation of Adam? Was Noah alive when Abram was born? Was
Shem? If so, how old were they?

b) Relate the story of Terah and his sons. What were the names of
his sons and their wives? Where did they live originally? Which of them
went to Haran? Can you locate these places on a map?
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Scripture Link

Acts chapter 7 tells the
story of Stephen, a
believer in the Messiah in
the early church. As a
part of his defense before
the Sanhedrin, he gives a
brief summary of the
history of Israel. In Acts
7:2-4, he tells the story of
Abram leaving Ur and
going to Canaan, which of
course is consistent with
the story in Genesis
11:31-32. The original
event occurred about
4000 years ago and the
event in Acts occurred
about 2000 years ago.
There is no document in
the history of mankind
that has accuracy and
consistency of the Bible.
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Digging deeper . . ..

1. The story of Noah’s ark is often used to symbolize some of the more
important aspects of Yeshua's redemptive life, death, and resurrection.
What symbolism do you find in this story?

2. In Genesis 6:18, God tells Noah that he will establish his covenant
with Noah and in Chapter 9 this covenant is described. See what
additional information you can find about covenants and how it applies to

this story.

For further study, see
Haftarah : Isaiah 54:1-55:5
Brit Hadashah : Matthew 24:36-44; Luke 17:26-37; Acts 2:1-16;
1 Peter 3:18-22; 2 Peter 2:5




